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Ayça, a Grade 11 student from Turkey in the community of Bathurst, went ice fishing and caught her first trout!

Discovering Winter in Canada

| By: Renée Morel, Newsletter Editor

A

lthough we have really nice summers, when
many people think of Canada, they think winter.
After all, our country did place third in the overall
medal standings at the Olympic Games in
Pyeongchang last month.
International students who come to our province to
study French, also get the opportunity to experience
some of the winter sports our Olympians excel at,
such as curling, skiing, snowboarding and so much
more. Although ice fishing isn’t a competitive sport,
it’s still a typical Canadian experience.
“During my stay in Bathurst, I had the chance to go
ice fishing with my host family. It was very funny when
the fish started nibbling on the line. We laughed a lot.
That night, we also ate the trout we’d caught. I’ll
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never forget this wonderful activity I’ve experienced
in Canada,” shares Ayça Karaca from Turkey, a Grade
11 student at École secondaire Népisiguit, located in
the northern part of New Brunswick.
Several other international students also had the
opportunity to try out ice fishing. During a group
activity, those in the Campbellton and Dalhousie
region went fishing for smelt.
This is a very popular activity at the mouth of the
rivers and along the coastline in Chaleur Bay and the
Acadian Peninsula. Holes are cut in the ice, and some
people put up little wooden shacks to shelter
themselves from the wind and cold, while waiting
for the fish to bite!
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Jordyn is pretty excited about the medal
her team, “Les Élites” at the Polyvalente
Thomas-Albert in Grand-Sault, won at
a regional girls hockey tournament in
early February.

Jordyn
Hockey
Champion!
| By: Jordyn Shultz-Andres, Grade 10

P

laying hockey is a new experience for me. I’d skated before back in Germany, but rarely. I was able
to do everything on my bucket list: skate with the puck, learn how to make good passes, assist on
a goal, score a goal, get a penalty, experience a power play. Even better, my team has qualified for the
provincial AA tournament, which will take place this month! I really enjoy playing hockey, but because
the sports arena in my hometown is 40 minutes away, it will be difficult for me to continue. I think I will
miss it very much.

New Experiences and Elective Courses
| By: Lavinia Ferri, Grade 12 - École Mathieu-Martin

I’

ve discovered many new realities and
experiences living and studying here as
an international student in Dieppe, New
Brunswick; things such as a typical Canadian
“Snow Day”, when school is closed because
of the weather, to the most exciting
adventures, like a horse-drawn sleigh ride
in the woods.
At school, I had the opportunity to choose
among a variety of elective courses that we
don’t have in Italy, like cooking, leadership
or entrepreneurship. I especially enjoyed my
entrepreneurship course during the first
semester, because I worked on a project
with Johanna, an international student
from Germany.
Together, we decided to create a business
to sell homemade Italian pizza and German
vanilla cookies, in order to celebrate our
origins. We had to calculate the costs and
pricing, just like in a real business. We
cooked at school and sold our products at
a kiosk during lunchtime. It was a great
success. Everyone liked our pizza and
cookies, and we made a good profit. I can’t
wait to see what other Canadian experiences
will show up for me over the last months of
my stay!
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On the left, Grade 11 student Johanna Leutbecher (Germany) and on the right, Grade 12 student Lavinia Ferri (Italy),
selling their products in the school cafeteria in January.
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Annual Ski Trip for All Progam Students
| By: Chantal Laviolette, Provincial Coordinator for the New Brunswick French International Student Program

E

very year in January, we
organize a weekend of winter
activities in the region of provincial
capital for all the students in our
program. On Friday evening, we
went for a horse-drawn sleigh ride
in the forest. It was truly magical!
On Saturday, the kids really
enjoyed their day on the slopes,
either on skis or snowboards.
Mostly, they enjoyed spending time
together. The last time they all met
was during our orientation
weekend in September.
Forty-six students took part in the
weekend activities, as well as six
adults. We’re very grateful to the
host parents that came along to
give us a hand.

Left: Emre Bengü (Turkey) a Grade 10 student at École Sainte-Anne in Fredericton with his host father and sister, François Moirin and Raphaëlle,
on the slopes at Crabbe Mountain. Right: Jan Imstepf (Switzerland) and Louis Hilse (Germany), two students at the Polyvalente Roland-Pépin in
Campbellton, dressed up as unicorns just for fun!

From Istanbul to Lac Baker

Ural, Grade 10 Student at the Cité des Jeunes
| By: Renée Morel, Newsletter Editor

I

t was quite a change for Ural when he arrived in Lac Baker, a rural
community of 700 people in northwestern New Brunswick. Back
home in Istanbul, the most populous city in Turkey with a population
of 14 million, he lives in an apartment. Here, he finds his host family’s
house is big, and the wide open spaces even bigger.
“With the sun setting on the lake, it was like, WOW! In the beginning,
I was always looking out the windows. Being so close to nature, I was
really impressed. Here, the trees aren’t only in the parks. And all that
space … it’s incredible,” shares the young man, who arrived in Canada
in September.
“For me, it’s a luxury having all this space, but then you must also plan
for transportation,” adds the Grade 10 student at the Cité des Jeunes
A.-M.-Sormany in Edmundston. He says he really likes his school and
his host family, even though he has to travel about 40 kilometres, twice
a day by bus, to get to school.
He also learned to skate this winter, and plays hockey with his host
brother. He says he’s very proud of himself for choosing this experience
and would like to come back to Canada for University.
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Ural Toygar Adali
from Turkey is a
Grade 10 student at
the Cité des Jeunes
A.-M.-Sormany
in northwestern
New Brunswick.
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Sara from Colombia Back for a Visit in June
| By: Jesse Jean, Host Mother

M

y partner and I hosted Sara during the first semester.
It didn’t take her long to integrate at school, the
Polyvalente A.-J.-Savoie in Saint-Quentin in the northwestern
part of the province. I teach math there, and I always saw
her surrounded by her friends.
Although she was six months too old to play in the official
volleyball tournaments, she was still able to be part of the
team. She attended every practice, and it gave her the
opportunity to make new friends and to continue playing
her favourite sport.
Dressing warmly with extra layers, Sara fell in love with
winter. She became emotional when she saw snow for
the first time, and got a chance to try snowboarding,
ice-skating and snowmobiling. Together we made our first
Colombian snowman!
Because she’s keen on going to the prom with her other
Grade 12 classmates, she’ll be back in June. We’re very
much looking forward to spending time with her in our
province this summer!

Sara Urrea Sanchez, a Grade 12 student, and her host parents, Jessie Jean and Carl Beaulieu.

New Video:

“Study in French in Canadian Public Schools”

D

iscover why students from all around
the globe are coming to Canada to
study French!

This new video was produced by the
Canadian Association of Public SchoolsInternational (CAPS-I), and Cartouche
Média.
You will meet several of our students from
last year, who attended the Polyvalente
Roland-Pépin in Campbellton in the
northern part of the province.
Visit our YouTube Channel or
the VIDEO page on our website
to view and share!

Nicklas Raab from Germany, a Grade 11 student at
the Polyvalente Roland-Pépin last year, and video
director Thierry Harris.

CONTACT US
New Brunswick French International Student Program
SUZANNE GAGNON
Director
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T 506.532.8532
C 506.533.6381
suzanne@pacnb.org

344, rue Main, bureau F
Shediac (N.-B.)
Canada E4P 2E8

N E W SLE TTE R | N E W BR UNSWICK F RENCH INT ER NAT IONAL S TU D E N T P RO G RA M | W I N TE R 2018

www.nbfr.ca
LIKE US!

FOLLOW US!

