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Aisha & Ilaria NB High School Graduates
|  By: Renée Morel, Newsletter Editor

wo students from our program will receive a 
New Brunswick High School Diploma in June, 

and both are very proud of this accomplishment. 
Aisha Matias Vega is a student from Mexico attending 
École Aux quatre vents in Dalhousie. Ilaria, from Italy, 
is at the Polyvalente Roland-Pépin in Campbellton. 
Both schools are in the North of the province. 
“I feel really good about this, because it’s been a 
difficult year. At the beginning of the first semester,
I didn’t think I could do it. I had all these really hard 
Grade 12 courses, like Math, Physics and Chemistry, 
and learning it all in French at the same time. But 
now, it’s going well and I’m getting good marks,” 
shares Aisha, who’s decided to stay in the province.

She’s starting a degree in Computer Science at 
Mount Allison University in Sackville in September. 
Ilaria’s stay in Canada is part of her career plan. “It’s a 
personal challenge and also a dream come true. I’ve 
always wanted to study in another country.” She’ll be 
returning to Italy to complete Grade 13 in the fall. “I’m 
planning on going to university after that, but I’m not 
sure in what field. I’m thinking maybe physiotherapy,” 
she adds. 
“Being able to receive a high school diploma is an 
important component of our program, as it 
encourages some students to continue their studies 
in New Brunswick, and even maybe decide to stay 
permanently,” explains program director, 
Suzanne Gagnon.

T

Aisha from Mexico (on the left) attends École Aux quatre vents in Dalhousie and Ilaria from Italy (on the right), the Polyvalente Roland-Pépin in Campbellton. 
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http://www.pacnb.org/index.php/fr/volet-programme-international/blogue
https://blogueaqv.com
https://rolandpepin.wordpress.com
https://www.mta.ca/Prospective/Default.aspx
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wo international students in Grade 10 at 
École L’Odyssée in Moncton participated 

in the Boston Heritage Music Festival in April. 
Henrike from Germany has been playing clarinet 
with the school orchestra since September, and 
absolutely loves it. Although she plays with an 
orchestra back home, she says it’s a very 
different experience. “It’s not just showing up 
for practice. Here, there is so much more 
camaraderie,” she says.
Eva from Austria arrived in the second semester, 
and plays the alto saxophone. “It’s really like a big 
family, and we had lots of fun on the bus. We 
sang in French and English for hours,” she adds. 
The group’s performances were well rewarded 
with three prizes and overall gold level marks of 
92.67% in the Harmony category and 91.67% 
in the Jazz category.

Henrike and Eva Travel to Boston
for Music Festival 

n early May, several international students, members of their host families, staff from their schools and 
homestay co-ordinators got an opportunity to tour the seat of the provincial government. In the morning, 

Education and Early Childhood Development Minister, Brian Kenny, officially introduced the group in 
Chamber. “I really enjoyed the experience, especially the fact that the discussions are conducted in both 
French and English,” shares Montserrat from Mexico. “It was also very nice of them to take the time to pose 
for photos with us,” adds Nicklas from Germany.

Visiting the 
Provincial 
Legislature 
 in Fredericton 

T
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Above: Henrike (on the left) with her clarinet and Eva (on the right) with her alto saxophone. 
Left: École L’Odyssée’s orchestra in concert at the school auditorium.

Official group photo taken in front of the NB Legislative Assembly in Fredericton with Education Minister, Brian Kenny (first row on the right), and 
Dieppe MLA and Treasury Board President, Roger Melanson (first row, third from the left).  

Nicklas from Germany takes a selfie with 
NB Premier, Brian Gallant.

http://www.gnb.ca/legis/index-e.asp
https://worldstrides.com/itineraries/boston-heritage-festival/
http://ecole.district1.nbed.nb.ca/ecole-odyssee/2017/05/01/lharmonie-de-lecole-lodyssee-bien-representee-a-boston/
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Krista and Natalia Finalists
Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge

The Bélanger Family in Mexico
for March Break

ver the March Break, our 
entire family, my wife Margot, 

our daughters, Catherine and Janie, and 
myself went to visit Natalia’s family in her 
hometown of Puebla, Mexico. It was a really 
great experience. 
Our trip was motivated by several factors: 
our love of travelling, our desire to learn more 
about our adoptive daughter’s corner of the 
world, meeting her parents, enjoying some 
warm sunshine, and attending her twin 
sisters’ 15th Birthday party. 
We were very well received. As a gesture of 
gratitude for taking care of their eldest 
daughter during her stay in Canada, they 
were thrilled to have us visit. They showed 
us some wonderful sights and immersed us 
in their culture. We discovered some 
charming traditional villages, warm and 
welcoming people, and exceptional food! 
Just writing this makes me want to go back! 
The friendships we made are very precious. 
In fact, we all promised to see each other 
again, sooner, rather than later.   

ith the encouragement of their 
entrepreneurial class teacher, two 

Grade 11 students from Mexico came up 
with the idea for the Puccino cup holder. 
“It all started as a joke. Natalia had the idea 
of combining a cappuccino with a poutine. 
It reminded me of a Frappuccino®, and I came 
up with the name,” explains Krista. (Poutine:  
French fries, cheese curds and gravy.)
“Instead of holding food and drink in two 
hands, it allows you to free one hand,” adds 
Natalia. The holder can also be used with 
other foods and beverages. The pair only had 
one minute to present their idea to the YEC 
judges. “We were nervous at first, because 
French is our third language. But after seeing 
how well it went for school mates who 
presented before us, we said, OK, let’s go for 
it and we really nailed it,” shares Natalia.  
“Everyone was so proud of us, and so were 
we,” adds Krista. 

|  By: Mathieu Bélanger, Host father
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Natalia and Krista (in the middle), Grade 11 students at the high school in Shediac, won 
the “Idea Catalyst” category in the regional competition of the Youth Entrepreneurship 
Challenge in May. Here they are with members of the jury after their presentation. They 
will compete at the provincial level on June 1st. Insert: the prototype for their product.  

Krista (on the left) and 
Natalia (on the right) 
are proud of their 
entrepreneurial class project 
at École Louis-J.-Robichaud 
in Shediac. 

Family supper at Natalia’s grandparents’ home in Puebla, Mexico, with her New Brunswick host parents, Margot and Mathieu 
Bélanger and two host sisters (right, front). Natalia is to the left of her grandfather. The Grade 11 student is also featured in the 
article below.

https://www.entrepreneurshipnb.ca


www.nbfr.ca

LIKE US! FOLLOW US!

SUZANNE GAGNON
Director 
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 New Brunswick French International Student Program

CONTACT US

   suzanne@pacnb.org
C 506.533.6381

344, rue Main, bureau F
Shediac (N.-B.) 
Canada  E4P 2E8

P 506.532.8532

Thank You 
for Choosing 
Canada!

ur program is proud to have hosted 
students from eight countries this year: 

Austria, Brazil, Colombia, Germany, Italy, 
Mexico, Russia and Turkey. 
We thank each and every one of you for 
having chosen this unique French language 
and cultural experience in our beautiful 
province of New Brunswick. 
We wish you all the best in your future 
endeavours, and hope that your 
relationships with new friends and host 
families will generate many happy reunions 
in the coming years. 

hen Carlos returns to Mexico, his fondest memories of 
his year in Canada will be time spent with his new friends 

on the slopes of Mont Farlagne in Edmundston. 
“Snowboarding was my favourite activity. I’d only tried it once 
before. There were lots of people on the hill and I would spend 
all day there. It was a lot of fun,” shares the Grade 10 student 
at the Cité des Jeunes A.-M.-Sormany in the Northwestern part 
of the province.
When riding on the chairlift, he says people were always 
surprised to meet a Mexican. “They told me I had a lot of guts 
to spend the winter here,” he adds with a smirk. “It wasn’t that 
bad, actually. It’s an experience, and it went by fast. Winter isn’t 
boring, there’s lots of fun stuff to do.”
For those considering coming to New Brunswick to learn French, 
he has the following advice: “First of all, I would invite you to be 
open about approaching people. Because when I arrived, I was 
very reserved … but then, I discovered that when you make the 
effort, everyone here is very friendly.”

Carlos from Mexico
Bringing Back Fond Canadian Memories
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Coral, a Grade 10 student from Mexico at École 
Mathieu-Martin in Dieppe, on the ferry crossing 
between Quebec City and Levis during a trip with 
her host family in May.

Photo taken by Carlos of the breathtaking view at Mont Farlagne. Right: Carlos getting a taste of maple 
taffy at a sugar bush camp.

http://citedesjeunes.ca
http://www.montfarlagne.com/en
http://www.pacnb.org/index.php/en/volet-programme-international-2/about
https://twitter.com/PACInter
https://www.youtube.com/user/PACinternational1
https://www.facebook.com/PAC.International.NB



